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presenting many texts available for the very first time casiday showcases full translations of evagrius ponticus letters and notes and
presents an accurate and refreshingly approachable introduction to this early church father

this book presents evagrius theology in its own terms informed by a detailed study of the monk s life writings and evolving legacy

in his chapters on prayer evagrius shows the dynamic connections between on one side the images in the mind of the man who wants
to pray and on the other the passions and usual attitudes of mind and heart it is only when images in the mind and the spirit are fully
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adapted in the light of god that a man s attitudes and activities advance to their full achievement in perfect harmony these images
are processed and purified by contemplation of the divine light reflected in the soul indeed a man can t be purified from the outside
purification and the rectification of his judgment and conduct are the work god accomplishes in him in an intimate mutual relationship
in this treaty evagrius constantly refers to the holy scriptures from amazon com

evagrius often neglected commentaries on scripture are discussed together with his better known works in order to present a more
balanced picture of the monk and his model of the spiritual life as a rhythm back and forth between the poles of image filled prayer
and imageless wordless pure prayer

evagrius of pontus c 345 399 was one of the most prominent figures among the monks of the desert settlements of nitria sketis and
kellia in lower egypt through the course of his ascetic writings he formulated a systematic presentation of the teaching of the semi
eremitic monks of these settlements the works of evagrius had a profound influence on eastern orthodox monastic teaching and
passed to the west through the writings of john cassian c 365 435 this is the first complete english translation of evagrius greek ascetic
writings based on modern critical editions where available and where they are not on collations of the principal manuscripts two
appendices provide variant readings for the greek texts and the complete text of the long recension of eulogios the translations are
accompanied by a commentary to guide the reader through the intricacies of evagrian thought by offering explanatory comments
and references to other evagrian texts and relevant scholarly literature finally detailed indexes are provided to allow the reader to
identify and study the numerous themes of evagrian teaching

evagrius ponticus 343 399 ad an influential writer among the early christian monks spent sixteen years in the desert of egypt mostly at
kellia the cells he was a disciple of the two macarii saints of egypt and of alexandria under whose guidance he became a philosopher
one who writes about the christian life this study of evagrius writings on anger and its causes consequences and cures offers useful
spiritual  insight with practical  applications for  the post  modern reader drawing from evagrius voluminous writings the author
examines the stirrings of the human heart deftly diagnosing the souces of overblown and wayward anger book jacket

this latest volume in the ancient christian writers series provides an original english translation of the text known as ad monachos by
evagrius ponticus 345 399 the ancient text is a collection of 137 proverbs composed by evagrius imitating a biblical style and often
intentionally enigmatic the translation is made with a view toward catching the biblical echoes in addition an english equivalent of the
pleasing greek rhythms is created in order to facilitate memorization and meditation at first glance the 137 proverbs may strike the
reader as being haphazardly joined together for someone unfamiliar with evagrius s thought and language some of the proverbs
would seem especially bland others impossibly mysterious and yet this is a text whose value and interest can only be measured
accurately once a key to reading it is discovered and actually used to unlock the very rich levels of meaning in each of its proverbs
this is accomplished in jeremy driscoll s extensive commentary book jacket title summary field provided by blackwell north america inc
all rights reserved
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evagrius ponticus on thoughts is a profound spiritual treatise offering deep insights into the complex inner life of a christian ascetic
the text explores the nature of various thoughts both virtuous and demonic and their influence on the soul s journey toward purity and
communion with god evagrius delves into the subtle ways in which evil thoughts can hinder spiritual progress even when cloaked in the
guise of virtue he emphasizes the importance of vigilance prayer and discernment in overcoming these thoughts and attaining a state
of dispassion the work also addresses the challenges of excessive asceticism the role of dreams in spiritual life and the struggle to
maintain pure prayer evagrius offers practical guidance for monks and hermits striving to achieve a life of virtue inner peace and a
closer relationship with god

steps to spiritual perfection gathers eight studies into a single work that can serve as a companion volume to ad monachos in the
ancient christian writers series paulist press the book treats the following major themes of fourth century egyptian monasticism
spiritual progress exegesis purity of heart and monastic prayer and thereby bridges the distance between ourselves and this treasure
from another time book jacket

this book presents the teaching of evagrius of pontus 345 399 about eight passionate thoughts logismoi i e gluttony impurity avarice
greed sadness anger wrath acedia vanity and pride the study first reconstructs cosmology eschatology anthropology and spiritual
teaching of the monk of pontus in order to show the nature dynamics and ways of combating against the eight passionate thoughts
as proposed by evagrius his teaching in this regard became the basis for later christian teaching on the seven deadly sins and an
inspiration in the future for some currents of modern psychology

the living link through whom the ascetic principles of hellenistic philosophers passed into monasticism evagrius molded christian
asceticism through his own works and through his influence on john cassian climacus pseudo denis and saint benedict

a revered instructor of the eremitic monks of nitria sketis and kellia evagrius ponticus is a fascinating yet enigmatic figure in the
history of fourth century mystical thought this historical and theological re evaluation of the teaching of evagrius brings to bear
evidence from the greek and syriac evagriana focusing on evagrius concept of perfection as the acquisition of spiritual knowledge this
book revisits current perceptions of evagrius s thought and character by comparing and contrasting him with his contemporaries and
predecessors both christian and pagan ideas of the three cappadocians and the author of the macariana as well as stoic neo platonic
and earlier christian writers such as alcinoos plotinus clement and origen are all explored konstantinovsky draws attention to a lack of
uniformity in the fourth century views on the origin of the soul the body soul relation and the eschatological destiny of humankind

this study puts the thought of evagrius ponticus a fourth century theologian into dialogue with modern cognitive science in regard to
the topic of evil specifically moral evil evagrius in his writings about prayer and the ascetic life addressed the struggle with personal
moral evil in terms of the eight thoughts or demons these thoughts were transmitted by john cassian to the western church and later
recast by gregory the great as the seven deadly sins though present understandings of evil appear to differ greatly from those of
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evagrius his wisdom concerning the battle against evil may prove to be of great help even today using the work of pierre hadot to
recover evagrius context and the work of paul ricoeur to discuss how we construct descriptions and myths of evil evagrius is brought
into dialogue with the cognitive sciences using current research especially the work of eugene d aquili and andrew newberg this study
reveals the contemporary relevance of evagrius approach to combating evil in addition the interdisciplinary study of patristics and
cognitive science opens the pathway to a better understanding between christian tradition and the modern sciences recent years have
seen a resurgence in studies of evagrius of pontus bringing his work into a new relevance to today s world this book by dr tsakiridis
examines the work of evagrius and focuses on a perspective not well  covered in the literature evagrius importance to science
especially the cognitive sciences the book is insightful and represents an important new contribution to studies of evagrius work and to
the science and religion discussion as a whole gayle e woloschak the feinberg school northwestern university few writers in the field of
religion and science have the competence to interpret so many and varied texts in patristic mystical and moral theology contemporary
neuro science and the turn to spirituality in contemporary theology he shows how both cognitive science and mystical theology can
mutually enrich and inform each other in ways unimagined by today s popular neo atheists and agnostics robert a cathey mccormick
theological seminary in a thoroughly limpid style george tsakiridis sets before us an exceptionally interesting project 1 he centers on
sin evil and prayer in a way that is central to the religious life 2 he engages the cutting edge domain of cognitive sciences and 3 he
invites us to take seriously both a much neglected fourth century religious thinker and the most contemporary work of scientists who
focus on the mind and its activities philip hefner lutheran school of theology at chicago emeritus george tsakiridis artfully compares
and clarifies the concepts used by ancient and modern thinkers to describe meditation ways to deal with good and evil and mysticism
and adds neuroscientific studies of such experiences though the times were vastly different enlightening human commonalities emerge
carol rausch albright lutheran school of theology at chicago

this book examines doctrinal conflicts concerning the dual nature of christ in the period after the council of chalcedon by considering
the life and works of philoxenos of mabbug c 440 523 a syriac theologian whose surviving corpus amounts to some 500 000 words

a fascinating study of the inner lives of early christians in this groundbreaking book andrew crislip explores the emotional landscape
of early christianity illuminating how emotion shaped christian identity community practices and theological understanding crislip
investigates five emotions in detail  joy sadness anger disgust and envy revealing how they were understood experienced and
expressed in the formative years of the christian tradition through close examination of early christian teachings sermons and
philosophical debates crislip demonstrates how emotions were considered essential for fostering communal bonds reinforcing moral
norms and differentiating believers from outsiders he also shows how emotional concepts norms and experiences changed over time
and differed among communities by exploring diverse figures from the first to the fifth centuries crislip highlights how emotions like
joy and love were central to christian self identity while negative emotions such as anger and envy were seen as threats to spiritual
well being the book also addresses the emotional complexity of christian suffering where sadness and grief were transformed into
expressions of hope and spiritual endurance combining insights from cognitive science psychology and historical analysis crislip
presents a nuanced view of how emotional concepts evolved within early christian thought he emphasizes that emotions were not
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merely spontaneous feelings but intentional practices that reflected and shaped religious identity readers will come away with a
deeper understanding of how emotion functioned as a powerful force in the early church connecting individuals to their faith
community and the divine comprehensive yet accessible emotion in early christianity is a brilliant introduction to an important topic in
new testament studies and the history of christianity
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